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The Gateway Upgrade Project is a Queensland Government
initiative being delivered by Queensland Motorways
in partnership with the Leighton Abigroup Joint Venture.
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The Gateway Upgrade Project is a Queensland Government initiative being delivered by Queensland Motorways
with design and construction by the Leighton Abigroup Joint Venture.

Heading

It lorer sequamet pratum nulpute dignim vel dipit, sectetue erat numsandigna at, qui bla commodiam, velis non el 
eu facilis sequat utem dolore tat. Nonsequat. Ud et ver senis dionsecte dolor seniam nonsequat utpat, quisisl iriusci 
duisi.

Nim aliquat venibh eugait, si ea facing erci blamconsequi bla augait vulla feui tin henit in vulputet inisl ut ut dolo-
borem eugue tat dunt iustie modolenis nos nim iusci tat laorercilis nonsequat praesecte min exer sum ing ex 
eraestio odo odolorp erostrud tisit ip etuer sim ipisi.

Giametum nibh enim velisisl ulla cor sequis non henim eugait nisl utet niamet, vulla faciliq uiscilla accummod duisi 
tat at do dio ercipis cidunt augiam ip euguer se modignit eros nullandre dolobore vendipis amet volortie ver augiam 
alit, sustis dolore mincilit nim velit, vendre vulland ipsummod tet wis nulputet vullum er si tat iure doloborper se velit 
lor se magnibh eugait lamet augue ercil er sit ver summy nisl estrud tatincipit volestie tie tat iure magnim ipsustrud 
min vullamc onsequatie vel in velit iusciliquam, sequat wismod tiscidunt eugiat esto euis nim diam, susto odolorper 
sis del diam volorer at, quisisit luptationum accum nullum incilis esto odo consequat ex er auguer sum ad dion-
senim iure magnibh eugait iureet landrem vel utem augiamet, vel eum volorpe rostrud ercipit er sit in velis adipis 
nulla augait vent iriusci tincillam ipit, venis dolorem quis nim nissim zzrit inismod iamcorp erilit, commy nonum 
veniam dolore min utat iustie mod dolor iliquissit nis nos alit nos nim nit nim quip ea faccumm odolorem dolorer sed 
mincilis nullamet ulpute min ute consed modignit praessi.

Consequisl ex eros nos nonsecte minisim ipisisl ut la faccum dolum ver alit alit autatum endigniate dipismod tion ut 
lut luptat. Gait prat. Pisl dunt at, sim dui enit ad modolorem vullaore magna ad magnit veliquis nit aliquis ero 
dolobor sustrud modoloborem do commy nostrud do odolor sustis nit lan eugait prat nibh et, vendipsum iuscipsum 
dunt inciduisissi tat, volesequat, sequis alit at lummy niamcommy num quatincing elendre dit lore moluptat nim zzrit 
ilissendipit alisl iure tat, cortie molutpat. Magna alis nis ex et, vel essenim dolorperosto duisi blaor sum volortis nis 
nisismod enibh ea faci tio eugiamet utpat alisciduis dio et, con henim vel ut lorperos nulluptat nonseniat.

Pit ulputpat. Na augait lut etumsan velit doluptat do dolore tio od tet eraessed et aut acin ercilit lam volore dolore 
vullandre dit et lum velese mincil dolorpe raestrud eros eugue tat. Cipit, consectem dolor autpatet prat, velendreet, 
vel do dolorpe rciduipit ero odolum zzrit wisl ulla feummod te magnis ad modolore modipis modolore tie mincili 
ssenim dip ex eugait iustrud do od te cor susting eugait, vulluptat iure minit aliquam, sisi tet nullaorem inis ad tie 
magnibh et utpatue dolor am, veniam aliquatin ut luptat.

Ming eum quisse elendrem quate tie volumsandit nulla cor iure feu feugiate dolortie ming euis dio del erilla feuis-
mod tin volore ea consed modio dolendiat. Estrud magnisci eleniscilit amet am, quatio eummodit nos eu facilland-
rem zzrit praesen iametum in heniamet wis exero odit lore magnim zzrillu ptatums andreriusto euis aut ipit adio 
dolobor in hent vel dunt adiat, vel illaore facipit, core consenim autatie tat.

Is dolore moloreetum aliscin henisissi.

Tet incidunt adionsed dolore molorer augait ad dunt lortinibh erostio nsequam nissed do doluptat ullutat ut digna 
consendignit digna feu feuis niam init dipsum nim veros alit velenit pratem ver autpat venim diatue mod magna 
feuis alis alisci blaor susci endit lobore feu feuipit euis non velis nibh el eugait nulluptat lut ilit lum dio euipisl ullum 
aute magnisit ero odit utat inci euis esequis autetum velit lum quat vel dunt doluptat.
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The signature feature of the Gateway Upgrade 
Project is the duplication of Brisbane’s iconic 
Gateway Bridge.

The second Bridge is being constructed 50m downstream 
of the existing Gateway Bridge and has the same 
distinctive shape, with the addition of a dedicated 
pedestrian and cycle way.

Key features:

•	 Additional six lanes across the Brisbane River for traffic.

•	 Pedestrian and cycle access via a dedicated  
4.25m wide path.

•	 New urban design and lighting features.

Once the duplicate Bridge is completed, the existing 
Bridge will be refurbished. Pavements, lighting and urban 
design features on the existing Bridge will be upgraded to 
match the second Bridge. Further information about these 
features can be found overleaf.

Expected completion

The second Gateway Bridge will open to southbound traffic 
in mid-2010, followed by refurbishment of the existing 
Bridge under partial lane closures.

Both bridges will be fully opened to traffic by early 2011, 
with six lanes for southbound traffic and six lanes for 
northbound traffic.

Duplicating an icon

When constructed in 1986, the 1.63km Gateway Bridge 
was the longest balanced cantilever bridge in the world. 
The addition of a second Gateway Bridge reaffirms the 
unique status of this icon.

The existing Bridge owes its design to air traffic 
requirements and shipping clearances, restricting its 
height to under 80m above sea level and demanding a 
navigational clearance of 57m - a narrow envelope in 
which to construct a long bridge.

Like its twin, the new Bridge stands 64.5m at its highest 
point over the Brisbane River, which is about the same 
height as a 20-storey building.

A second Gateway Bridge
Fact Sheet 4

A second Gateway Bridge for Queensland.

Considered an engineering triumph ahead of its time when built in 
1986, the existing Gateway Bridge has served as a template for 
construction of the second Bridge.



Construction methodology

The new Bridge is 27m wide, compared with 22m 
for the original, to provide for the new pedestrian and 
cycle facility. A different bridge system is being used to 
accommodate the extra width. Rather than a single box 
design, the new Bridge uses a twin box girder system. 
•	 The 750m northern approach and 350m southern 

approach spans are being built using a segmental 
match-casting method, which involves lifting pre-cast 
concrete segments into place to form the Bridge deck.

•	 The balanced cantilever 260m main span and 130m 
side spans are being built using a cast in-situ method, 
which involves casting concrete segments at height from 
the two main river piers.

Gateway Bridge pedestrian and cycle way

A 4.25m wide dedicated pedestrian and cycle way is 
being constructed on the eastern side of the new Bridge, 
providing a much-needed crossing over the Brisbane 
River for pedestrians and cyclists. Four rest areas will offer 
shade and unsurpassed views west to Brisbane City and 
east to the Port of Brisbane, Brisbane Airport and beyond 
to Moreton Bay. The path will be able to be accessed on 
the north side from Kingsford Smith Drive and Lavarack 
Avenue, Eagle Farm and in the south  
from Lytton Road, Murarrie. A new park under the 
southern approach to the Gateway bridges will  
provide direct access, along with car parking and 
recreational facilities.

Urban design features for the bridges

Taking inspiration from Brisbane’s unique subtropical 
identity, a distinctive design concept has been created that 
reflects Queensland’s initiative, creativity and productivity. 

Highlights planned for the bridges include:
•	 ‘Terrain Wave’ sculptures positioned at the north and 

south Bridge approaches. 
•	 Architectural lighting to create a signature visual 

experience, accentuating the form of the bridges 
against the night sky. 

•	 Landscaping with predominately native and drought-
resistant plants and trees appropriate to surrounding 
bushland, residential and industrial hubs. 

BRIDGE FAST FACTS
The new Bridge:
•	 Equals the existing Bridge as being one of the 

top ten longest cantilever box girder bridges in 
the world.

•	 Relies on 17 piers of varying heights for support  
– the shortest at 17m and the tallest at 54m.

•	 Costs approximately $350m (compared with 
$92m for the original).

•	 Requires 150,000 tonnes of concrete and 
11,600 tonnes of steel.

•	 Has a design life of 300 years.

The two main piers tower 54m high and are constructed in the 
Brisbane River on purpose-built islands. 

The Project team has created some finishing touches to bring 
Brisbane’s iconic river crossing to life.
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